Notes on footpaths: Sway 4 and Hordle 741  
Barrows Lane to Silver Street
(walked 07 Aug 2011, updated 09 Oct 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a footpath of approximately 525m length, mostly within Sway but traversing the parish boundary into Hordle. This footpath has 2 stiles, 1 bar to duck under, and one firm 4 bar gate to climb over.  The going is mostly easy by foot, sloping only gently: gaining a total of about 15m in elevation from the lowest point at the north end to the highest at the south.  There is little adjacent parking – one car could perhaps be parked on the verge of Silver Street adjacent to that end of the footpath.
This footpath runs partly along a narrow path through woods, and mostly across fields.  From south to north this footpath starts at SZ27789601 at Silver Street (in Hordle Parish) and ends at Barrows Lane at SZ27959642.  Other than just a few of the usual brambles and nettles there was little worrying vegetation, and no dangerous animals anywhere along the footpath.
Detail of the route, from north to south: (see sketch map herewith)
At the start on Barrows Lane at SZ27959642 (marked 1 on the sketch map) there is a fingerboard Footpath sign pointing down a track just south of the stream, adjacent to the entrance marked Hollowood Farm. There is a stout bar fixed across the entrance at about chest height which is relatively easy to duck under.
The route goes about 140m along a straight, path between fence and hedge.  That part has recently (October 2011) been cleared of overgrown vegetation by the HCC Southern Area Access Team.  The path climbs gently to a sort of stile – one step to help you over a 5 bar gate at point 2, marked with a waymarker.
Emerging into a field, continue along the same side (the west side) of that field alongside a 2-rail and post and wire netting fence and passing a gate (at point G), towards the southwest corner of the field some 120m on from the start of the field. At point 3 on the sketch map there is a line of trees at the field boundary, and you will find a barbed-wire lined stub corridor leading to a 4 metal bar section, with a waymarker, at the boundary to another field.
Emerging into a large field the route, in terms of any worn path, was (over summer 2011) not at all clear, but the field was grass pasture so little damage to crops would occur. The maps seem to indicate that the footpath across that field starts by travelling about southwest to an imaginary point marked 4 just north of where the Sway-Hordle boundary would meet the west edge of the field, and the footpath then veers due south along the western edge of the field (I did wonder whether this is symptomatic of those of us in Sway taking a bold and direct route, whilst those from Hordle skulk along the edges, but of course I couldn’t possibly comment).  So the distance across that large field is variable – but typically might be around 265m.  Across that field, to the northeast there are views across to Sway Tower in the middle distance.
What is clear is that at point 5 on the sketch map there is a good stile between the field and the verge of Silver Street and there is a footpath fingerpost there as well, marking the end of the footpath at SZ27789601. 
There was little sign of the footpath being used – no worn path across the fields and before it was cleared the vegetation in the wooded section was overgrown.
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. ** Cut back the overgrown vegetation along the wooded section at the north between SZ27959642 [Lat & Long 50.766685, -1.604981] and about SZ27889633 [Lat & Long 50.765796,-1.606006].  Checked 09 Oct 2011 this has now been done – thanks to HCC Southern Access team. 
b. * Add signage for those going from south to north, to indicate the direction across the large field towards the exit from that field; perhaps a fingerpost at around SZ27799612 [Lat & Long: 50.763961, -1.607443].
