Notes on footpaths: Sway 6 and Lymington & Pennington 62
Mount Pleasant Lane to Sway Road
(walked in parts on 09 and 12 Sep 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

The total route is about 870m long, one contiguous path which crosses the parish boundary, and most of which is in Sway.  From south to north the footpath starts on the Sway Road, the first quarter leads down between gardens, the next half skirts open fields and then the final quarter passes through a wooded area adjacent to gardens to end on Mount Pleasant Lane. There is poor parking nearby.  The route differs by about 10 metres in elevation from the highest to the lowest point. There are a few steps cut into a bank over a few metres, 5 stiles and one wicket gate. The start and end are reasonably well marked and the route is not too difficult to follow.
Detail of the route, from north to south
The footpath starts at about SZ30349746 point (1) on the sketch map, on Mount Pleasant Lane.  There is a fingerpost (that can just about be seen on Google streetview). The start of this footpath may not be obvious: it is not down the driveway to the boarding kennels which is just opposite the end of footpath 3, but a little further south – see the photo herewith.
A few metres down there is a waymarked gate to the left of the fence of a cottage garden/yard at point G on the sketch map, and the path then climbs gently through a wooded area.  At the fence at the top turn right and a few metres on there is a waymarked stile on your left, at S1 on the sketch map. 
The path continues in a south-westerly direction through a narrow woods alongside a back garden until it reaches a wide and waymarked stile (at about S2 on the sketch map) adjacent to a post with three ‘footpath’ fingers on it. This is where Sway footpath 7 ends, so to follow footpath 6 you need to turn left over the stile.  

This point is more confusing when coming from south to north, because at that point the footpath that carries on in the same direction as you have come is actually footpath 7, and to follow footpath six you would need to turn right – as clearly marked in the photo herewith.
Emerging from the lightly wooded edge of a field you generally keep the fence of the field on your right, there is an ailing fingerpost in the northwest corner of the field, and you turn to the south, following the route of overhead wires.  The large field is bisected by a barbed wire fence and there is a stile close to the edge at about point S3 on the map. With only a minor diversion for brambles aim for the southernmost corner of the field and you will come to a stile at about point S4 on the map.
Follow the path down the side of the garden fence and then a few steps up a bank and you arrive at another stile at about point S5 on the map. Along a narrower path adjacent to a garden and just towards the end of a barbed wire fence it may not be obvious but the footpath turns left for a few feet and then right again (roughly at the Sway/Lymington & Pennington border).  The path goes along a driveway (which has seen some flytipping) and out to the Sway Road at a fingerpost at the point marked (2) on the sketch map.  That fingerpost can be seen on Google streetview and the post still has the red bands. 

One important feature of this footpath is that it is part of an extended network.  From the north, Sway footpath 3 leads from the open New Forest (at Shirley Holms) and ends just opposite the north end of footpath 6.  Opposite the south end of the continuation of footpath 6 (as Lymington & Pennington footpath 62) is Lymington and Pennington footpath 102 taking you towards the coast – the network continuing to Keyhaven Marshes for instance.
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. * Consider adding a fingerpost where the footpath turns off the open field and into the wooded area particularly to guide those walking from south to north, at about SZ30199733 [Lat & Long 50.774746, -1.573229].
b. * Remove the rubbish (presumably flytipping – building rubble and similar) along the driveway/lane at the south end of the footpath around SZ30359684  [Lat & Long 50.770319, -1.571169].
c. * Consider adding some waymarking at the end of the driveway adjacent to the barbed wire fencing, particularly to aid those going from north to south at about SZ30339688 [Lat & Long 50.770563,-1.571411].
