Notes on footpaths: Sway 11 and Hordle 766
(last walked 07 Oct 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is one contiguous footpath which traverses the parish boundary. The total route is only about 600m long and level.  There is poor parking at both ends. There are 2 stiles and no gates; the going is generally fair to good.  There are a few reasonable views and little traffic noise. There was little litter and no invasive or dangerous plants have been spotted beyond a little ragwort and a lot of brambles and nettles.
From west to east (see sketch map herewith) the route starts at Tiptoe Road SZ26059722 follows Northover Lane (crossing the boundary between Hordle and Sway Parishes at SZ26119724) for about 350m, and then about 150 metres of single file footpath in the middle, followed by 100 or so metres of track from down the side of Cago Cottage to end at Crabbswood Lane SZ26539740
Detail of the route, from west to east:
The part of this footpath that follows Northover Lane – from (1) to (5) on the map – can be seen on Google streetview.
There is no ‘footpath’ signage on the main Wooton/Tiptoe Road; although Northover Lane itself is reasonably well marked (1) and is comfortable and accessible, passing the electricity sub-station (2 - which is securely fenced and gated), some woodland, fields and a few cottages – of which some are quaint: the thatched Laurel Cottage (3) and Baytree Cottage (4) for instance.  Part way down Northover Lane there is a ‘no through road’ sign, but again no sign that there might be a footpath at the end.
The footpath itself is modestly signposted with a “Foo path” (sic) fingerpost, from the far end of Northover Lane, where there is a turning or parking area for the residents; and there are a couple of barking dogs apparently guarding the footpath (5).
The footpath proceeds immediately over a one-step stile (S1 not too difficult, in fair condition) in a lightly wooded area, round a corner and over another gentle one-step stile (S2) which is in poor condition – one part has broken and the stile feels rickety.

In early October 2011 the good news is that the previously thick vegetation – brambles, nettles, and the like (6), has now all been cleared – thanks to the HCC Southern Access Team.
Coming from east to west the path splits at the entrance to the field-with-track (8), and it might not not be clear which is the footpath direction (which actually is the path to the north), although there is a waymarker sign which is often hidden by vegetation.
 Returning to a west to east route: the footpath meets a single vehicle track alongside a tennis court behind a fence (9), and then with good views across to the thatched Glenwood, turns into a rutted single vehicle track (10).  The route then emerges into a yard (11) by the gate of the thatched Cago Cottage. Coming from east to west it might not be clear that the footpath is the northern-most path at that point as well.
The final short stretch is a wide and open track to Crabbswood Lane, and at that end (12) there is a footpath sign – albeit sometimes partly obscured by vegetation.

Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:
a. **** Cut back the vegetation along the narrow single-footpath section so that the path can be followed either side of (6) on the map, at SZ26329735 [Lat & Long: 50.775155, -1.628125].  Sorted early Oct 2011
b. ** Remove or repair stile 2 marked (S2) on the map, at SZ26329734  [Lat & Long: 50.775021, -1.628123], which serves no purpose nowadays.
c. * Mark the footpath more clearly for those going from east to west as it goes into the single-file footpath (8) on the map, at SZ26379738  [Lat and Long:  50.775407,  -1.627323].
d. * Signpost the footpath from either the main Wootton/Tiptoe Road (1) on the map, at SZ26049722  [Lat & Long: 50.77398, -1.632006];  and/or adjacent to the ‘No Through Road’ sign part way down Northover Lane, adjacent to (2) on the map, at SZ26129725 [Lat & Long: 50.774213, -1.630997].
e. * Mark the footpath for those going from east to west as it goes down the side of Cago Cottage, at (11) on the map, at SZ26499739  [Lat & Long: 50.775479, -1.625719].
