Notes on footpaths: Sway 12 and Hordle 747
(walked 31 July 2011, revisited 07 Oct 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is one contiguous footpath which traverses the parish boundary. The total route is only about 750m long, and reasonably flat – with a dip of about 4m of elevation in the middle.  The footpath itself is poorly marked and set out, but using minor diversions the going is generally good.  The views are mostly fields on one side, and the route follows alongside the railway line (which is mostly in a cutting).  Taking secateurs and carrots might help.  There is little litter and no invasive or dangerous plants were spotted beyond a little ragwort and nettle.

From southwest to northeast (see sketch map herewith) the route starts at Vagg’s Lane SZ26329661 runs along the southeast side the railway (crossing the boundary between Hordle and Sway Parishes at SZ26379668) and crossing a number of fields via 3 stiles and about 3 gates or fences (depending on the route), to end at Arnewood Bridge Road adjacent to Swaylett Farm and the railway bridge at SZ26649713.
There is little or no parking available close by either end of this footpath.
Detail of the route, from southwest to northeast: (see sketch map herewith)
At the start on Vagg’s Lane (1) there is a new signpost, a stile that is in good condition and the brambles there last year have been cut back.  Many thanks to whoever did all that work.  There is a gate adjacent to the stile but it is unusable as it is overgrown and chained.
Across the pasture field (most often used for cattle) the path should follow the fencing along the edge of the railway – and has extensive woods and vegetation with views across to Limolands Farm.
At the far side of the field, against the railway fence (2) there is an old two-step stile with a broken upper step, and a gate which was not padlocked and was useable.

There is no obvious path continuing across the next pasture field alongside the railway fence.   In the corner of the following field (3) adjacent to the railway property there is just a rather old two-step stile with no upper step at all, at what would be the lowest point and the muddiest part of the footpath if it had rained – and there is a ditch and barbed wire just adjacent.
Over that and into a rougher pasture field most recently used for horses, and up the side of the railway the path completely disappears.  There is no stile or gate at the far side (4) in what looks to be newish post and rail fencing, but further in there is a field shelter (5) which is sometimes set to allow access through the fence line (providing shelter for horses in either field), and further up still there is a gate which is sometimes open (at 6 - there’s little point in closing it if animals can go from one to the other through the field shelter). 

Across the next paddock field which usually has 2 horses in it, and again there is no gate, stile or any obvious path adjacent to the railway line fence (7).  There was a closed gate further into the field (8), but I was not confident that I could open it and get through without the horses, that were in close attendance, also forcing their way through, so in the end I thought it was safer for the horses if climbed over the fencing – again with the horses in close attendance!  Obviously the danger of someone opening the gate and not being able to prevent the horses from escaping would be abrogated if there were a gate or stile on the route of the footpath (at 7).
Looking on Google maps (on 31 July 2011, at the satellite view centred on 50.771708,-1.624437) there previously was no fence at (4) or (7); so presumably those fences have been added recently to split one larger field into three smaller ones, but no gates or stiles were added.

Across the final field and there is a standard working farm (9) leading onto an open area alongside the driveway to Swaylett Farm (10).  Coming from the northeast the route of the footpath may not be immediately obvious – it does not follow the more obvious and open driveway to Swaylett Farm but stays close to the side of the railway property (10). 
At what would be the start of the footpath going from northeast to southeast (11) there is now a new signpost and open access from Arnewood Bridge Road via the entrance to Swaylett Farm.

Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:
a. *** Add a gate or stile where the footpath should go: at 4 on the map; at SZ26549697  [Lat & Long: 50.771751, -1.624927].
b. *** Add a gate or stile where the footpath should go: at 7 on the map; at SZ26579702  [Lat & Long: 50.772168, -1.624507]. 

c. ** Repair the stile marked at 2 on the map or replace it with a gate; at SZ26449680  [Lat & Long: 50.770236, -1.626346].
d. ** Repair the stile marked at 3 on the map or replace it with a gate; at SZ26489688  [Lat & Long: 50.770971, -1.625682]
e. * Add signage for those going from northeast to southwest at the point where the footpath separates from the driveway to Swaylett Farm at 10 on the map; at SZ26629709  [Lat & Long: 50.772840, -1.623890].
