Notes on footpaths: Sway 15 and Hordle 7107  Agars Lane
(walked 01 Aug 2011 minor update 07 Oct 2011; Stephen Tarling)

Overview and summary:

This is a Byway Open to All Traffic of approximately 1200m length, mostly within Sway but traversing the parish boundary into Hordle. This byway open to all traffic is mostly a single track dirt road with few passing points.  The going is mostly easy by foot, bicycle or horseback.
One could split this byway into four sections: from south to north, starting in Hordle: 220m of semi-metalled roadway, 340m of a dirt track through a mostly wooded stream valley, 530m of a tree-lined lane through fields, and 110m of dumped tyres.  From south to north this byway open to all traffic starts at SZ27589597 at Silver Street (in Hordle Parish)  and ends at Arnewood Bridge Road - the B3055 at SZ27379722
Detail of the route, from north to south: (see sketch map herewith)

Warning: the north end of this byway on Arnewood Bridge Road is on an extremely narrow part of the B3055 on a sharp bend, banked on both sides with no footways.  Walking along that part of the main road is not comfortable.  An alternative route taking in all the best parts of this byway would be along Linnies Lane from/to Arnewood Bridge Road to the point marked (3) on the sketch map.

The start of the byway at SZ27379722 is marked with a ‘Byway’ sign and the first 110m or so is grim and not at all representative of Agars Lane. Presumably being a quiet, unlit, enclosed track running between two metalled roads it has clearly been used as a dump.  There are a number of old vehicle tyres, and by October a fair bit of other rubbish had been added.  I have reported the fly-tipping particularly around the point marked (2) on the sketch map at around SZ27379715

The better part of Agars Lane is the remaining 1100m or so starting from where it crosses Linnies Lane at point 3, where the byway to the north is marked with a ‘Byway’ sign and there is an ‘Agars Lane’ roadsign to the south. 
The first 530m or so is an excellent track lined with trees – mostly mature oaks and only the slightest of inclines; passing the sweeping driveway to Little Arnewood House, and on through fields, with views of Sway Tower to the east, then downhill a bit to where a track to Overton Farm branches off at point (4).
The track then turns again and the next 340m or so is a dirt track running downhill to a stream in a more wooded area. The stream at point (5) runs across the road as a shallow ford, but there is a well-maintained side path and a little footbridge just off the road to the east. And then the track climbs again until it joins a metalled road at point (6) adjacent to the entrance to Quest Timber Products.
The 220m or so tarmac part of the byway is almost level, passing the entrance to Agars Nursery and a few farms and houses, crossing the border into Hordle parish at about SZ27589607 and on the last 100m or so to the junction with Silver Street at SZ27589597 at point (7).
Recommendations to improve the footpath legal compliance, safety, access and signage:

a. *** Clear the fly-tipped tyres and other rubbish from the northernmost part of the byway up and down the byway from around OS SZ27379715 [Lat & Long: 50.773182, -1.613065]
Note: I’ve reported the flytipping 02 Aug 2011 on the “Flytipping – Report” part of the New Forest District Council Online services - Recycling, Rubbish and Waste site from
http://www.newforest.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=5299&articleaction=dispeformserv&eformservice=14

